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A General Survey of Seokdokkugyol(BEEI 15/ and
It’s Materials

Jang, Yoon-hee

Kugyol(O58) is one of methods of writing Korean by the
phonetic or meaning values of Chinese characters intended for
understanding texts written in classical Chinese. Kugyol(Id&R), in
its turn, is divided into Eumdokkugyol(F#1028) and Seokdokkugyol
(FEEI 3. Seokdokkugyol(F#:H IR is a writing system that was
devised to understand classical Chinese texts by translating them
into nearly perfect Korean sentences. The sentences that result
from this translation process are nearly perfect Korean sentences.
Therefore we can find many points common with sentences of
15th century materials written in Hangeul, and can also find the
reason or origin of peculiar phenomena found in 15th century
materials. On the other hand, there are many differences between
these two. The predicates and subjects of existential sentences,
modifiers and their modificata, or predicates and their objects are
often separated into two sentences, while they usually appear
together in the same sentence. In this regard, we can’t say that
Seokdokkugyol(FEH{ 13 perfectly overcame the gap between

Korean and Classical Chinese.
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Seckdokkugyol (FEHIIE) materials are valuable for investigating Old
Korean. Furthermore, iﬁ that we can see a close relationship
between Seokdokkugyol(FE§{I13R) and Hyangchal (G#£L), the formaer
can help exact deciphement of HyanggaCGf#%). Up to now, six
volumes that have Seokdokkugyol(FEf{H 1Y) are known: ie. <Seok-
hwaeomgyobungi( FEEREE 70> (the mid-10th century), <Daebang-
guwangbullwaeomgyeongsol A5 e HEEEFS > volume 35 (early
parts of 12th century), <Daebanggwangbulfwaeomgyeong{ X1/
H35#%)> volume 14(the mid-12ht century ~toward the end of
12th century), <(Habbu)Geumgwangmyeonggyeong((4Eh) &1
8> volume 3after the mid-13th century), <Guyedkinuanggyeong (i
{=F#9> volume 1(after the mid-13th century), <Yugusgjiron (F/
Eiftzs)> volume 20(toward the end of 13th century). These
materials show little difference in the kinds of characters or their
use.

*Key words: method of writing, Seokdokkugyol(BEfIE0), Seok-
hwaeomgyobungi (FE§esRZi5A0), Daebanggwangbul-
hwaeomgyeongsoCK 5K, Daebanggwang-~
bulhwaeomgyeong (kA EMHEEED), (Habbu)Geumg -~
wangmyeonggyeong((A30) &), Guyeokinwang -
gyeong 33— T4, Yugasajiron(GR{ATHER)
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